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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Remarks 

1. The remarks filed on October 14, 2004 has been entered and considered by 
examiner. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of invention Group 1 , claim 1-71 in the reply 
filed on October 14, 2004 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that 
applicant reserves the right to file divisional application. This is found persuasive. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The references listed on the Information Disclosure Statement filed on August 

04. 2000 have been considered by examiner; see attached PTO-1449. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leichner et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,050,490) in view of Gusack (U.S. Patent No. 
5,921,582). 

As to claim 43, Leichner discloses a pen (15) enabled computing device(1 1) 
adapted for use with a preprinted form (form 14) comprising a page (14) having a 
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writing surface (e.g., surface of page 14), a visual form identifier (bar code 27) disposed 
on the writing surface (i.e. surface of page 14) and adapted to identify the nature of the 
page to a user (see column 4, lines 3-19). Leichner teaches a bar code (27) defined 
by the writing surface and arranged to correspond to the nature of the page, the nature 
of the page comprises a function and a specific identity (see column 4, Iine3-19). 
Leichner teaches a pen (15) enabled computing device (11) including: a writing stylus 
(15). Leichner teaches a sensing device (digitizer section 13) adapted to engage the 
preprinted form (14) and cooperating with the writing stylus (15) such that the pen 
enabled computing device is actuated when the writing stylus is disposed adjacent to 
the writing surface in interactable relation with the bar code(27) and is thereby enabled 
to determine the nature of the page as data is input into the bar codes (27) with the 
writing stylus (15) according to the user-identified nature of the page (see column 4, 
lines 3-39).. 

The only different from the claim and the reference of Leichner is that Leichner 
uses the barcodes to identify the nature of the page while the claim requires a plurality 
of fields corresponding to the nature of the page. In same field of endeavor (preprinted 
form; see column 14, lines 22-27)), Gusack teaches a plurality of fields (column 629) 
corresponding to the nature of the page (e.g., page section 3, page 19, corresponding 
page "Cabinetry Project for Office") (see Figure 6). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the invention was made to have used a 
plurality of fields to identify the nature of page as taught by Gusack to the preprinted 
form device of Leichener because Gusack's indexing system provides a highly 
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organized record structure that allows for any degree of integration of paper-based 
systems with electronic-based informational assemblies (see column 3, lines 1-18 of 
Gusack. 

As to claim 50, this claim differs from claim 43 only in that claim 50 is method 
whereas claim 43 is apparatus. Thus, method claim 50 is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to apparatus claim 43. 

As to claims 1 and 22, these claim differ from claim 43 in that the limitation "a 
computer program product" is additional recited. Gusack clearly a computer product 
executing within the pen enabled computing and cooperating therewith (see column 10, 
lines 45-61, column 13,lines 60-67, column 14,lines 23-40. 

As to claims 2, 23, 44 and 51 , Leichener an electronic handwriting tablet capable 
of interacting with the pen enabled computing device and the preprinted form so as to 
sense the position and movement of the writing stylus with respect to a page engaged 
with the handwriting tablet (se column 6, line 65-68, column 8,lines 24-25). 

As to claims 3, 24, 45 and 52, Leichener teaches the preprinted form comprises 
a plurality of pages (e.g., 14 and 20) having a predetermined order (14 is top or first 
page and 20 is the last page)and the system is further capable of determining a function 
and a specific identity for each page corresponding to the order (i.e. each page has a 
bar code 27 identifier) as broad claimed language. 

As to claims 4, 2, 46 and 53, combine the writing surface(surface of page 14) 
according nature of the page (14) and the pen (15) enable computing device (11) as 
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taught Leichener with captured data input in a plurality of fields (i.e. field S, P, R 629) to 
determine the nature of the page of Gusack would meet the claimed limitation. 

As to claims 5, 26, 47 and 54, combine plurality of fields (i.e. field S, P, R 629) 
to determine the nature of the page of Gusack and the pen (15) enable computing 
device (1 1) as taught Leichener a would meet the claimed limitation "the data-containing 
fields to define a corresponding base n number that uniquely identifies the nature of the 
page to the pen enabled computing device as recited in the claimed 

As to claims 6, 27, 48 and 55, it would have been obvious that Gusack teaches 
computer program product cooperate to define a base n number that corresponds to a 
transposable matrix having n rows and m+1 columns forming (n)* (m+1) matrix 
elements, each matrix element having a value corresponding to j*n' and being 
represented by the coordinates (j, i), with i varying from 0 to m and j varying from 0 to n- 
1 since Gusack teaches identifying the nature of the page by using a plurality of field as 
shown in Figure 6 which is the same way as the Figure 3 of the invention 

As to claims 7, 28, 49 and 57, Leichener computer program product further 
cooperates with the pen (15) enabled computing device (1 1) to access data stored 
within the pen enabled computing device. Gusack teaceshthe data accessed by said 
computer program product is selected from the group consisting of data that is 
associated with the specific identity of the page and data that is independent of the 
specific identity of the page (see figure 6). Thus, combining Leichener and Gusack 
would meet the claimed limitation. 
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As to claims 8, 29 and 58, Leichener clearly teaches a user interface (25) 
wherein the computer program product is further adapted to cooperate with the user 
interface (25) to provide data to the user; see column 4,lines 62-64. 

As to claims 9, 30 and 59, Leichener teaches the computer program product has 
determined the nature of the page (e.g., barcode 27), the pen enabled computing 
device and the computer program product cooperate to further determine whether data 
input into the barcode continues to correspond to the determined nature of the page 
and to indicate an error if the input data fails to correspond (see column 9, lines 22-26). 
Thus, combining data input into the fields of Gusack to the pen enabled computing 
device would meet the claimed limitation. 

As to claims 10, 31 and 60, combing Leichner teaches the user interface is 
further capable of indicating the error to the user and prompting the user to correct the 
error through the pen enabled computing device (see column 5,lines 1 1-23). 

As to claims 1 1 , 32 and 62, Gusack clearly teaches at least one of the fields 
containing data, the data contained within the data-containing fields, and the number of 
fields containing data (se figure 6, figure 19). 

As to claims 12, 33 and 62, Leichner teaches computer program product 
cooperates with the pen (15) enabled computing device (1 1) to detect, capture, and 
store handwritten data input into a field (i.e. application form) with the writing stylus by 
spatially segmenting the handwritten data and correlating the spatial segments with the 
nature of the page as broad claimed language. 
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As to claims 13, 34 and 63, Gusack teaches the computer program product being 
further capable of assigning a stamp to data input into a field, the stamp corresponding 
to the nature of the page and comprising at least one of a time, a date, and a unique 
identifier (see Figures 19-20). 

As to claims 14, 35 an 64, Gusack teaches an editing actuator and the computer 
program product being further capable of cooperating with the input device enabled 
computing device to edit data upon actuation of the editing actuator (i.e. adding another 
record); see column 23, lines 35-38. 

As to claims 15, 36 and 65, Gusack teaches the device to allow at least one of 
addition of data to data contained within a field, insertion of data between data elements 
contained within a field (i.e. adding another record); see column 23, lines 35-38. 

As to claim 16, 37 and 66, Gusack teaches the computer program product is 
further capable of determining whether data is being input into a data-containing field 
having a preassigned stamp and prompting the user through the user interface to verify 
that the user intends to edit the data within the field if data is being input into a data- 
containing field having a preassigned stamp (see column 23, liens 35-38). 

As to claims 17, 38, 67, Leichner teaches the computer program product 
being further capable of cooperating with the pen enabled computing device to at least 
one of export data and import data in relation to at least one of an external computing 
device (i.e. a remote computer) and the pen enabled computing device (see column 
4,lines 40-49). 

As to claims 18, 39 and 68, Leichner teaches the computer program 
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product being further capable of reconciling transmission of data corresponding to the 
nature of a page at least one of between the pen enabled computing device and the 
external computing device (i.e. remote computer), within the pen enabled computing 
device, and within the external computing device (i.e. remote computer); see column 4, 
lines 40-49. 

As to claims 19, 40 and 69, Leichner teaches the computer program product 
being capable of allowing at least one of the pen enabled computing device and the 
external computing device to access data corresponding to the nature of a page 
and to examine and manipulate data contained within the fields thereof; see column 4, 
lines 40-49. 

As to claims 20-21 , 41-42 and 70-71 , Gusack clearly teaches conversion 
actuator capable of selectively directing data contained within a field to be converted 
into text (i.e. convert field P, R, S into text or document). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Johnson et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,060,980), Shetye et al (U.S. Patent No. 
5,627,349) and McNally (U.S. Patent No. 5,850,214) are cited to teach preprinted form 
or electronic clipboard. 

Inquiries 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6603. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). „ n 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2675 
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